
Highland School PTO Virtual Meeting Minutes
Thursday February 25, 2021 6pm

Attendance
Shelly Kelly, Julie Planeta, Laurie Zimmerman, Jessica Pompie, Heather Cretella, Keri Banack,
Jenn Duffy, Kristine Trifone, Scott Jeffery  and Erica Bordonaro.

Teacher’s Report- Mrs. Trifone

She thanked the PTO for being so great. She thanked the PTO for matching the EAC gift cards.
The cultural events have been wonderful. The staff appreciates how the PTO helps keep morale
strong within staff and learning fun for students in such an unusual year.  Mrs. Kelly stated that
the teachers are rocking it and are just amazing. Mrs.Trifone said it’s easy to do when you love
our job and is thankful

Mr. Jeffery’s Report

Highland School
PTO Principal’s Report
2/25/21

Principal’s Report:

1. Enrollment - Highland School current enrollment as of February 1st
approximately 766 students.  We are excited that approximately 30 students
are returning from remote to in-person learning starting on March 1st, 2020.
For some of the returning students, this will be the first time back in the
building since we closed last March. We currently have approximately 11% or
87  students in remote learning.

2. COVID Update- Thank you to all of our families who follow the guidelines
that are published in my weekly communication.  While the state’s positivity
rate has decreased since our last PTO meeting, it continues to be important
that if you, your child, or a family member living with you is exhibiting
symptoms, particularly if they are being tested for COVID-19, please keep
your child home.  In addition, if a family member living with you and
your child tests positive for COVID-19, keep your child home. If this
situation occurs, please inform our health office, and we will transition your
child to remote learning as soon as possible to keep them connected to
learning and connected with their peers.



Travel Guidelines - Superintendent Solan will be communicating with all
families tomorrow regarding current travel guidelines. With the April
vacation on the horizon and many families planning vacations this year, it
will be important for families to review the state and Chesporcott guidelines.

● Anyone spending 24 hours or more in any state or country other than
New York, New Jersey, or Rhode Island, must quarantine for 10 days
upon return or receive a negative COVID-19 PCR test result before
returning to school. In addition, travelers who have tested positive for
COVID-19 within 90 days prior to his or her arrival in Connecticut
AND has clinically recovered, or has not been symptomatic for a
period of 10 days since symptom onset.

● See the full version of the travel guideline message in his email
message on February 26, 2021.

3. 2021-22 Budget Update- The BOE approved the superintendent’s 2021-22
budget.  Next steps will include presenting the BOE approved budget to the
town council on April 8th.

4. Vaccinations - The state has opened up vaccination for all school employees
statewide beginning March 1st.  The superintendent is working closely with
the director of Chesprocott to get the process of vaccinating teachers and
staff as soon as possible.

5. Kindergarten Registration 2021-22 - Kindergarten registration began earlier
this month.  We have had a steady stream of families registering their rising
kindergarten students for next year.  If you know of someone with a child
turning 5 years of age on January 1, 2022 or earlier, please remind them to
reach out to the school office to inquire about registration.

6. 100th Day - We had an amazing day of celebration on February 12th
marking the 100th day of a truly remarkable school year.  Special thanks to
our teachers and staff and to our parents for partnering with us as we
continue to provide in person and remote learning for all of our students.

7. Read Across America - March 2nd - Featuring CHS readers reading to
classrooms virtually via Google Meet.

8. Cultural Arts Event - February 9th Antonio Rocho - Thank you to the PTO
for sponsoring the second Cultural Arts event for the 2020-21 school year.



Ms.Bordonaro
We are still looking for a Lunch Teacher Assistant for the lunch room at Highland. 3 hours a day,
monitoring students, cleaning tables, etc. If interested, anyone can apply online.

Approval of January Minutes
Motion to Approve- Jenn Duffy
Second the Motion- Heather Cretella

Events

Heidi is looking into virtual Bingo from Steve.  Bingo for the little kids as well as a virtual trivia
night. Heidi was working on getting the information, Shelly will follow up with Heidi to get more
information. Shelly stated that she did participate in a virtual car racing event at home and it was
a very good time. Her family enjoyed it.

Clubs

STEM Club- We are working on getting in touch with Chris Stone. Chris Stone runs the STEM
programs and thinks he might be able to work on a few programs for us.

Virtual Chess Club- Mr. Manning who ran our Chess Club in the years past  is currently
running a virtual Chess club at Dodd and the High School. He said it’s going very well and would
love to run on at Highland. He has asked us to give him a month before we get started to work
out any issues that might come up.

Cultural Events
April 9th Virtual Visiting Author Jerry Potalta

6th Grade Promotion
Very small committee and not much to do right now. The Link for pictures and baby pictures

has been sent to all families to send in as many pictures as they can. Keri Banack has been
going into the school and taking the pictures for the Yearbook. 6Th graders will have a yearbook
and T-Shirt. They are also still working on signs and if there will be signs this year. There is still
no word on what promotion will look like, but they are making sure the children leave 6th grade
with something. Keri mentioned how great Deb Scotti has been putting together the yearbook
and going through all the pictures. The students are currently working on Bio’s. Mr. Jeffery said
he is working very hard to come up with a promotion that is not virtual.
**Mr. Jeffery mentioned the tents will be returning to Highland and will be installed over April
Break.**



Budget
Jessica shared the budget on her screen , she said that we got $48 from Box Tops. Deposit for
Teacher Appreciation, 5$ per certified teacher to match the union for gift cards for the teachers.
Keri discussed the Teacher Appreciation. A coffee truck will come for 3 hours. Teachers can
come out and get s coffee, tea, smoothie, etc. The truck is out of Wallingford. A nice way to say
Thank you to the teachers.

Other Business
Shelly mentioned that the Mariachi Band will not be coming to Highland this year. Unfortunately,
due to Covid and the kids being in different areas for lunch it will not work. We are working on
getting our deposit back.  We will not be able to have Winter Ball either. We are working with
Sound Spectrum on exploring other options and will have more information soon. Jessica is
looking into Zell the program the Mariachi Band can send us money back to us. It’s like a paypal
or Venmo. Mariachi Band is stuck in Mexico and we are working on getting the deposit back.

Heather Cretella mentioned she did a virtual tour of Melbourne Australia. It was a real time tour.
It was located on Amazon and it was something to explore as a virtual field trip. Mr. Jeffery
mentioned exploring outside field trips for our students and exploring an experience for our 6th
graders. We are working with Mr. Solan and the Health Department to make it safe before he
announces anything.

Jessica had a question regarding the Bond coverage. Our insurance would like someone to sign
the monthly bank statements to make sure they can account for the money. Shelly is trying to
find someone to help that will be there next year and she will talk to Laurie.

Laurie mentioned the first graders in her house came home with great covers for their tablets.
Mr. Jeffrey had stated they are for extra safety and it was provided by the school.

Townwide PTA
Heather mentioned  is still working on refunding money from the Wizards. We cannot plan
anything because no one is getting together right now.

Next meeting will be virtual on Thursday March 25th @ 6pm




